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MAKING A DIFFERENCE

What Does it Mean to Be a Conscious
Investor?

COIN Team

Why a values-driven approach to investing can serve you

well.

What is conscious investing? It's a way to invest your money in companies making a
difference in the causes you care about, and not the ones that don’t.

Why should you become part of the conscious investing movement? Here at COIN, we
think the answer is simple:
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Contrary to popular belief, one
percenters aren’t the only ones
deciding the future.

All of us have a say in what
happens next. Because your
money makes a difference.

Is it making the difference
you want?

COIN lets you take back
control over the impact your

money makes.

And turns the complicated world
of investing into a simple matter
of funding your future, while
supporting what you believe in.

Choosing the right investment
can feel overwhelming.

But when you use your values
as a guide, there's only one
option: investin a better world.

With conscious investing,
the choice is clear.

Speaking of using our values as a guide, we try to walk the talk here at COIN, every day.
Specifically, we try to be_inclusive, transparent, and impact driven in all that we do. So

whether we’re choosing which companies to feature in our conscious investing portfolios
or opting to keep our annual fees low, we keep our values top of mind.

And when it comes to your own investment decisions, here’s why a values-driven
approach can also serve you well.

The History of Socially Responsible
Investing—and Its Future

Just a few years ago, investing to make a difference wasn’t really a thing. Sure, there were
people who aimed to invest in a sustainable and socially responsible way, but their
investment options were mainly focused on not doing harm. So, when someone thought
about making a positive impact with their investments, it usually meant they’d avoid
investing in companies that didn’t match their values, as a boycott of sorts.

For example, in the past, a person who was concerned about the greater good would have
avoided putting tobacco companies in their investment portfolios, but that might have
been as far as it went. Additionally, not too many people were aware that socially
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responsible investments were available, so overall, an impact-driven investment strategy
was considered a pretty niche way to invest your money.

Today, the momentum has shifted. More and more investors today believe it’s not enough
to avoid investing in companies that have harmful policies or products; their investments
must actively work toward the change they want to see in the world.

Who’s helping to shift that momentum and leading the demand for change? Younger
investors, it turns out.

According to CNN Business, “as Millennials get older, and wealthier ... expect there to be

an even greater push for impact investing. The impetus is also coming from younger
employees at banks, insurers, and foundations who see investing in areas such as
education, gender equality, fighting hunger, and climate action as compatible with making
a healthy return.”

It's also important to note that Millennials are the largest generation in America. This

means that a /ot of new socially aware investors could start investing in the years to come.
Because they’re so young, they’ll also have a /ot of time to leave their money invested in
the market. This could be a big deal: Think of it as strength in numbers, where people with
significant amounts of money will invest together in a proactive and impact-focused way.
That sends a powerful message and has the potential for real change!

From Your Purchases to Your
Investments, Your Money
Communicates Your Values

While many people find it meaningful to be part of a larger movement, it’s also important to

understand the impact of our individual actions. So, investors often want to know the
impact their own money is making.

Think of conscious investments as an extension of our buying habits. To start, did you
know that 56% of Americans stop buying from companies they think are unethical? This

means that more than half of Americans will find a new retailer, brand, or service if they
disagree with the offending company’s values.

If a supermarket chain doesn’t offer equal pay for equal work, for example, many
Americans would start grocery shopping somewhere else. Similarly, if a car company gets
fined for lying about their cars’ fuel emission standards, many drivers steer clear of that
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brand the next time they need a new car. You get the idea. Approaching spending this way
is a way of saying we have a choice in how we spend our money, and we won’t support
businesses that don’t align with our values.

This awareness about what our money supports, though, doesn’t always apply to how we
invest. In fact, 40% of Americans don’t know what they’re invested in! This means an
investor could have stopped shopping at that supermarket with the unequal pay policies,
yet still be investing in that supermarket or its parent company. In other words, this person

could be carefully planning where they shop and how they spend, while the whole time
their investments are undercutting their other money decisions. Because they’re unaware
of how they’ve invested, their money may actually be making the problem worse, not
helping to solve it. With conscious investing, though, they know how they’re invested and
that their investments are also aligned with their values.

What Will Your Investments Support?

By becoming a conscious investor, you’ll be able to invest in companies making a
difference, not the ones that don’t. You’ll be looking at your investments as a way to build
your financial future, while also supporting the causes you care about. With conscious
investments, you’re making sure that your money isn’t being passively invested in
companies you wouldn’t support with your spending money.

Think of conscious investing as a way to understand exactly which companies you’re
invested in, and also to express your values. When you think about your future, what do
you hope for yourself, your loved ones, and the world? Maybe you’re passionate about
Gender Equality, and want to build a strong future for women and girls. Or you've seen

first-hand the impact pollution can have on our oceans and rivers, and want to promote a
world that has Clean Water for all. If you live or work in a city, investing in Modern Cities

with sustainable infrastructure and inclusive communities may make sense for your
investments.

As conscious investors, we have a motivated community, strength in numbers, and the
power of knowledge on our side. To us, the choice is clear. Now, we want to know: What
will your investments support?

Make a difference with your investment



https://www.marketwatch.com/story/40-of-americans-dont-know-how-their-investments-are-allocated-heres-help-2016-11-30
https://www.investwithcoin.com/impact-areas/gender-equality.html
https://www.investwithcoin.com/impact-areas/clean-water.html
https://www.investwithcoin.com/impact-areas/modern-cities.html
https://www.investwithcoin.com/app/register/

START INVESTING

START INVESTING

SIGN IN

Impact Areas

How it works

Pricing

About us

Blog

FAQs

Support

Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

Form ADV

Accessibility

This website is operated and maintained by John Hancock Personal Financial Services, LLC (“JHPFS”), an
SEC registered investment adviser. COIN is a service provided by JHPFES. Clearing, custody and other

brokerage services are provided to clients of JHPFS by Apex Clearing Corporation (“Apex”), member
FINRA/SIPC. JHPFS and Apex are not affiliated firms.

*Investments: not FDIC insured — No Bank Guarantee — May Lose Value. Investing involves risk, including loss
of principal, and past performance does not guarantee future results. Diversified portfolios and asset
allocation do not guarantee profit or protect against loss. Nothing on this site should be construed to be an
offer, solicitation of an offer, or recommendation to buy or sell any security.

Instead of traditional technical and fundamental analysis, stocks for each Impact Area are chosen by scoring
and ranking a company’s contribution to the specific Impact Area through a proprietary Environmental Social
Governance (“ESG”) analysis methodology based on the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). In addition, COIN monitors and manages portfolio risk relative to the market. Before investing,
consider your investment objectives and JHPFS’s fees. JHPFS may use data from third parties and clients
believed to be reliable, but cannot ensure the accuracy or completeness of that data. JHPFS and Apex
Clearing Corp do not provide legal or tax advice and investors should consult with their personal legal and
tax advisors prior to funding an account or making any investment. Any investment outcomes or goal
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achievement dates are hypothetical in nature, provided for educational purposes only, do not reflect actual
investment returns, are not individualized, are not intended to serve as the primary or sole basis for
investment decisions, and are not guarantees of future results. Please see full disclosure for more
information.

By using this website, you accept our terms of use and privacy policy. A person only becomes a client of
JHPES when he or she has signed the advisory agreement and acknowledged receiving all disclosures from
JHPES. Information provided by COIN support is educational in nature and does not constitute investment,

legal or tax advice.
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